cfu/ml. To evaluate the benefit of removing white blood cells, S. hominis isolate was spiked into an aseptic blood sample from which white blood cells were removed. This preparation revealed significant exponential bacterial growth after standing for 16 hours at room temperature.
However, an aseptic blood sample containing a normal number of white blood cells did not show any significant bacterial growth within a 24-hour period. Microscopic examination confirmed that a number of white blood cells had phagocytosed the spiked staphylococcal cells. From these results, we concluded that the breakthrough bacterial contamination ratio was significantly low, but not negligible. Thus, care is necessary in the collection of blood, particularly in disinfection procedures.
The benefits of removing white blood cells from the preparation for autologous blood transfusion is an issue that should be discussed further.
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